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NonProfit Disclaimer 
 

The Apollo-Ridge Education Foun-

dation is a Section 501(c) (3)  

charitable organization. 

 

All donations are deemed tax-

deductible absent any limitations 

on deductibility applicable to a 

particular taxpayer. No goods or 

services are provided in exchange 

for your contributions.  

 

EIN #25-1784491 

What started out as an exciting year with 

an abundance of first-time donors and 

the potential to offer numerous 

extraordinary learning experi-

ences for our students ended 

with the cancellation or 

postponement of many of 

the Foundation’s activities. 

The Foundation is fortunate—

and grateful—to have had your 

very generous support without which 

laptops for Apollo-Ridge high and middle 

school students wouldn’t have been 

available for them to seamlessly transi-

tion from in-person to virtual learning 

during the COVID-19 shutdown. 

Since the Foundation relies heavily on 

local and regional businesses and individ-

uals for support, the Trustees are paus-

ing fund raising for the time being due to 

the economic struggles many are facing.  

Thankfully, through the strength of past 

donations, the Foundation can continue 

to fund extraordinary learning experienc-

es in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge stu-

dents well into the upcoming school year. 

Stay well and thank you for investing in 

our students’ futures! 

Cris Kostiuk 

President 

M E M B E R S H I P  E N R O L L M E N T  F O R M  
Membership in the Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation is available in the following categories: 

  LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP:  $500—ask about our payment plan! 

 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:   $25 per year July 1—June 30 — MUST BE RENEWED EACH YEAR! 

 SUSTAINING: set up monthly donations at www.apollo-ridgeeducationfoundation.org/shop 

 ONE-TIME GIFT:    _____$25      _____$50      _____$100      _____$150      $_____Other 

 IN MEMORY OR IN HONOR OF:      

Checks may be made payable and mailed to: 

APOLLO-RIDGE EDUCATION FOUNDATION PO Box 219, Spring Church PA 15686 

*Set up online donations at www.apollo-ridgeeducationfoundation.org/shop 
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Apollo-RidgeEducationFoundation.Org 

Learn how your generous support impacts the Foundation’s Mission of funding extraordinary 

learning experiences in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge students at 

Your donations through Amazon’s SMILE program have increased 

from $16.76 per quarter in 2014 to $96.83 in 2020! 

Impact Statement         2019-2020 

Impact Statement         2019-2020 

Student Planning to 

Study Music Receives  

2020 Scholarship 

The Foundation’s 3rd Annual 

Scholarship recipient,  

Victoria Querry, was chosen 

from eight applicants for her 

outstanding resume, desire 

to enter into a STEM +A-Rts 

career, clear understanding 

of the Mission and Vision of 

the Foundation, and a very 

persuasive essay.  

Victoria will attend Messiah 

College to study Music  

Education. 

The Education Foundation’s $1000 

scholarship is funded by donations 

through the state’s Educational  

Improvement Tax Credit program. 

Laptops Vital During Covid-19 Closure 
 

Gala Dumps $14,500 Into Middle School Budget for Laptops 

The annual Gala/Silent Auction, the Foundation’s much anticipated casual affair, 

attracted a new and enthusiastic audience last November. Held at The Links and 

catered by Just Ask Catering, the event featured dozens of items on which to bid, 

slot machines, and a 50/50 drawing. 

Guests received a souvenir keychain 

compliments of Lifetouch.  

The Foundation is grateful to our gener-

ous sponsors who provided 70% of the 

proceeds used to purchase laptops for 

use by students for multiple tasks in and 

out of the classroom.  

 

The Gala/Silent Auction is postponed until 2021 due to donor economic hardship caused by COVID-19. 

The Education Foundation 

donates proceeds from 

the annual Gala/Silent 

Auction to purchase lap-

tops for incoming 6th 

grade students each 

school year. Little did 

anyone know how im-

portant those devices 

would become.  

When Governor Wolf  

ordered all schools to 

close effective March 16, 

middle and high school 

students at Apollo-Ridge 

shifted seamlessly to 

online learning guided by 

their teachers through 

video-conferencing and 

the Teams app. 

The Foundation is grate-

ful for the support of the 

donors, sponsors, volun-

teers and guests who 

attend the event each 

year in November. 

Through their generous 

support all students in 

grades 6-12 are issued a 

laptop each school year. 

The devices are used for 

classwork, homework, 

communication, research, 

and test taking and are 

retained by the students 

through graduation. Since 

this educational tool may 

be financially out of reach 

for some of our families, 

those businesses and 

individuals who support 

the Gala/Silent Auction 

help level the academic 

playing field for all  

students. 

Funding Extraordinary Learning Experiences in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge Students 



Kids Say It Best 
 

AGH OPEN HEART SURGERY* 

It was so intriguing to see the 

amount of preparation used, the 

everyday life of everyone in the 

operating room, and the proce-

dure itself.  

    Anastasia Rabickow 

This experience was a once in a 

lifetime opportunity. Our tour 

guide explained every detail of 

what was happening and ex-

plained each person’s job, what 

schooling they had to go for, how 

much they make, and in general 

what they do on a daily basis. 

             Julia Poydence 

We got to see them open the 

patient and do all the prep before 

they even got to the heart. The 

surgery went well and I had a 

good experience observing all 

the jobs in the OR.   

                          Rebecca Boston 

Not too many people get to expe-

rience what we did and I'm thank-

ful that I was able to. It was an 

experience I won't forget. 

                Madison Nacey 

 

 

MUMMIES OF THE WORLD** 

Isn’t something easier to believe 

if you see it? I learned about 

mummies in school, but it was a 

whole new experience seeing 

them in person instead of in 

textbooks and videos.   

         Mirabella Andree 

I found it interesting that there 

were shrunken heads. People 

would hook them onto their belts 

during war to make them seem 

more powerful.  

       Kaylee Henderson 

My favorite thing at the Mummies 

exhibit was to see the cut open 

infant. I liked how the heart was 

still completely intact and how I 

could see the veins and arteries. 

To me it was kind of gross, but it 

was pretty fascinating. 

             Logan Mauser 

We saw … a mummy that had 

died got robbed and when they 

found his body he had cowboy 

boots on. They did tests on the 

boots he had never wore them 

when he was alive.  

              Elita Mahorcic 

 

*EITC Donations 

**Harold Geiger Memorial/Vranka 

The challenge begins with  

students being introduced to 

Rube Goldberg and a review of 

simple machines.  

The students, grouped into 

teams of ten, begin the process 

by brainstorming designs on 

paper. 

Each team has a set amount of 

materials with which to begin. 

Additional items are available as 

well as materials some students 

bring from home. Once the 

contraption is built and tested, 

a video is recorded and used to 

critique the projects. 

 

A-R STEM PROFESSIONALS 

Alumni Alex Kostiuk (14) 

  Kayla Percic (11)  

  Mariah Reilly (11) 

 

Parents Craig Kavulic 

  Wayne Sodowsky 

 

Community Al Frantik 

Curt Webb 

Eric Kubla 

John Spirnak 

Matt Jacob 

Ray Heinle 

 

School Board Becky Ross 

 

A-R Staff Cris Kostiuk 

  Laurel Shultz 

In the Spring of 2019, the Edu-

cation Foundation partnered 

with IUP’s ArtsPath program to 

create a mural/mosaic to com-

plete the last ten feet of the 

PRIDE IN OUR PAST, FAITH IN 

OUR FUTURE project begun 

during the 2018-2019 school 

year. The project targeted the 

participants at the Apollo Sen-

ior Center.  

Several high school students 

worked with the seniors to 

complete the project which led 

to Apollo-Ridge students in the 

Community Based Instruction 

program participating in the 

Center’s activities on a regular 

basis. The students have cele-

brated Halloween, Veterans 

Day, Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas at the Center and attended 

a concert by Kelly Hylton, a 

local Elvis impersonator. 

Future collaborations include a 

sign created by the Tech Ed 

students to advertise the loca-

tion of the center, visits by the 

Apollo-Ridge leadership team 

to present the District’s pro-

grams, and second grade stu-

dents demonstrating how to 

make maple syrup followed by 

a pancake breakfast. 

2 

A-R’s High School chorus performed at the Center’s Veterans Day program. 

Community Engagement 

MOSAIC  BECOMES  MORE  THAN  AN  ART  PROJECT  

The biggest challenge with the 

Rube Goldberg event is recruit-

ing forty facilitators and STEM 

professionals. The Apollo-

Ridge community stepped up 

in a big way to support the 

event, which included in some 

cases their own children.  

Apollo-Ridge alumni, parents, 

school board, staff, and com-

munity members volunteered 

at the day-long event that chal-

lenges 350-400 7th & 8th grad-

ers from eight schools to build 

a contraption using simple 

machines to perform a task.  

A-R STAKEHOLDERS  VOLUNTEER  AT  STEM EVENT  

“Our participants were unsure of doing the project at first, but ended with a lot of 

pride in what they created.”        —Carole Harland, Apollo Senior Center Asst. Mgr. 

“(I appreciated the) 

interaction with Apollo-Ridge 

School—their interest in our 

Senior Citizens Center & their 

plans for future programs 

with us.”   Diane Baer 

Center Participant 

STEM +A-Rts Programs 

Innovative Project Grants* 

 Kindergarten Discovery Time 

 Pots for the Planters 

 Sensing Energy & Momentum-2 

 1st Grade Discovery Time 

 Entomology Unit 

 Dress for Success 

 T-shirt Book Report Project 

 Ronald McDonald Charities 

 Parenting In a Digital World 

 Chemistry 2 Faraday Lecture 

 Wiggle While We Learn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wish List Grants** 

 New STEM Courses 

 Middle School Garden Tower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extraordinary Learning  

Experiences** 

 Rube Goldberg Challenge 

 Forensics Science students tour 

of the Allegheny County Medical 

Examiner’s office & morgue 

 Quiz Bowl & Math League 

 SeAL (Sea, Air, Land) Challenge 

 Energy & Momentum Curriculum 

 AP exam fee reimbursement 

 Gr K-5 to Crooked Creek Out-

door Discovery Center 

 Gr 2&4 to Heinz Hall for  

Pittsburgh Symphony  

Schooltime Concerts 

 “That Guy with the Birds” 

presentation and “Blast Off with 

Apollo 11: An Interactive Jour-

ney through the Solar System” 

exhibit at the community event 

celebrating the 50th Anniversary 

of the Apollo Moon Landing  

 

 

Holiday Card 

Design  

Contest—

Brooke Kuntz 

 

*Membership 

Dues/EITC 

**EITC/Misc. 

Donations 

Members & Friends 

3 

Your donations are hard at work funding extraordinary 

learning experiences in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge students! 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

$27,744 $31,424 $50,356 $60,045 $66,328 63,406 

IN 2019/2020 YOU GAVE ...     WHICH DIRECTLY IMPACTED A-R KIDS ... 

EITC* Partners $35,800 Innovative Projects $5,630 

Gala Stakeholders $17,400 Wish Lists $3,250 

Miscellaneous Gifts $6,280 Extraordinary Learning Experiences $45,554 

Membership Dues $3,926 Cost of doing business $2,700 

The percentage of YOUR donations that 

directly impact STEM +A-Rts programming  

for Apollo-Ridge students 

*Educational Improvement Tax Credit Partners are vital to the Foundation’s mission of funding  

extraordinary learning experiences in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge students. newpa.com/eitc 

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Bold = Gold  

Aaron Broman 

Afton Deceder 

Andrea Wicks 

Andrew Jones 

Anita Bafik 

Arthur Cipriany 

Barbara Homa 

Barbara Horrell 

Becky Snyder 

Beth Weinel 

Brett & Melany 

Andree 

Carol Kopnicky 

Carol Leonard 

Carolyn Richards 

Bethany & Chad Toland 

Cheryl Griffith 

Cindy Bush 

Courtney Anderson 

Cris Kostiuk 

Dan Obriot 

Danielle King 

Dave Hauge 

Deborah Wright 

Diane Kyle 

Diane Paulina 

Dr. & Mrs. John Kautz 

Elaine Gill 

Gloria Notte 

Gretchen Blystone 

Heidi Fleming 

Jane Weber 

Jean Roberts 

Jennie Ivory 

Jo Isaacson 

Judy Walker 

Karen Skroupa 

Ken Brocious 

Laura Martin 

Leanne Lucas 

Leigh Wenckowski 

Linda Rollinson 

Lori Gorski 

Margaret DiNinno 

Mark Fetterman 

Matthew Curci 

Michael Saxion 

Michael Vranesevic 

Patricia Dancho 

Sally Oliver 

Sharon Jaworskyj 

Susan Wenckowski 

Travis Kelley 

Virginia Madison 

Dr. & Mrs. Wm. Kerr 

William Naser 

 

SUSTAINING  

MEMBERS 

Carrie Alwine 

Courtney Anderson 

Kristen Barta 

Travis Barta 

Jennifer Barton 

Jamie Biller 

Stephanie Bledsoe 

Nancy Blyshak 

Marcia Broman 

Michele Brown 

Hsiao Busch 

Audra Byers 

Sandra Cecchini 

Lauren Clair 

Christopher Clark 

Daina Cleveland 

Katie Clever 

Donna Colamarino 

Dan Consuegra 

Matthew Curci 

Chad Danka 

Dan Daugherty 

Gary Davis 

Bob Desiderato 

Erika Dishong 

Wendy Donelow 

Nicole Dunmire 

Kathy Flick 

Amanda Flickinger 

Greg Fox 

Janie Fryer 

Carol Gourley 

Richelle Gourley 

Matthew Grantz 

Beth Greenlee 

Tina Hartman 

Heidi Hastings 

Jo Isaacson 

Jennie Ivory 

Jessica Johns 

Andrew Jones 

Jeff Jones 

Jenna Jones 

Jeneane Kehew 

Cris Kostiuk 

Amanda Kraemer 

Amy Kraus 

Danielle Lynch 

Chris McCormick 

Christa Mika 

Lisa Miller 

Emily Mitchell 

Brandi Muffie 

Amy Plazio 

Lisa Powers 

Cindy Querio 

Nikki Rametta 

Cathy Rogalski 

Debra Romano 

Donna Rupert 

Rhonda Schall 

Kristen Scotece 

Kelly Shoop 

Rebecca Snyder 

Janetta Thomas 

Jason Wagner 

Danielle White 

Jeff Zelonka 

 

HONORARY 

Breanna Murray 

Elizabeth Penrose 

Victoria Querry 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERS 

Amanda & Jason Schirato 

Amanda Knell 

Apollo Area  

Historical Society 

Barb Hancock 

Barbara Horrell 

Becky Kane 

Cindy Burg 

Cindy Piscarcik 

Fred Knepshield 

Hairstyling Etc. 

Jane Weber 

Melissa Whitlinger 

Robert Shoemaker 

Tom & Kelle Haugh 

Judy Walker & Family 

Ron Ferrara 

Diana & Ron McCullough 

Bill & Kristy McCorkle 

Jessica Baustert 

Cheryl Griffith 

Diane Paulina 

Donna Rupert 

 

FRIENDS 

Leanne Zelonka 

Barb Horrell 

Amanda & Jason Schirato 

Dave Frickanisce 

Gretchen & Tim  Blystone 

Sharon & Harry  

Jaworskyj 

Carol & Rick Kopnicky 

Robert Shoemaker 

Susan Wenckowski 

Jamie & Larry Marks 

Alicia & Craig Kavulic 

Diane Paulina 

Liz & Gary Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

GALA SPONSORS 

Co-Sponsor 

First Commonwealth Bank 

King of Diamonds 

Highmark 

STA 

Just Ask Catering 

Queen of Hearts 

Apollo Trust Company 

Elderton State Bank 

Kinect Energy Group 

Lifetouch  

Nextier Bank 

Jack of Clubs 

Allegheny Supply  

& Maintenance 

Concordia Lutheran  

Health & Human Care 

Curran-Shaffer Funeral 

Home & Crematory 

CWM Environmental 

Donghia Lumber 

Dr. John Kautz, DDS 

Geary & Loperfito, LLC 

Glenn Bush Ford, Inc. 

James Ivory Trucking 

Kerr Light Mfg, LLC 

Naser Foods 

Rosebud Mining Co.  

Friends  

of the Foundation 

Bradigan’s Inc. 

Charles Black Carpet  

Sales & Installation 

David & Susan Wenckowski 

First Commonwealth  

Insurance Agency 

Mark C. Turnley, CPA 

Steve & Amanda Knell 

The pt Group 

Tucker Arensburg 

The Links at Spring Church  

Donation Impact Statement 

In Memory of Dr. John Kautz: Lifetime member, generous donor and community advocate. 


