
ART STUDENTS’ PROJECT HONORS APOLLO 
PRIDE IN OUR PAST, FAITH IN OUR FUTURE 

IUP Artist in Residence 

August 2017—May 2018 

Laura Jean McLaughlin, Mosaic Artist 

Bernie Wilke, Community Muralist 

Matthew Ferguson, Secondary Art Teacher 

Apollo-Ridge Art Students in Grades 7, 8, 11 & 12 

Richard & Michelle George, Building Owners & Interpretive Sign Underwriters 

Dedication September 8, 2018 

 

FUNDING 

IUP Artspath  |  Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation 

Grable Foundation  |  Apollo Bicentennial Committee 

Allegheny Ridge Corporation/Pittsburgh-to-Harrisburg Main Line Canal Greenway™   

 

CONTRIBUTORS 

MSI Corporation  |  The Rock at Spring Church 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Cris Kostiuk, President 

Barb Hancock, Vice President 

Travis Kelley, Secretary 

Jennie Ivory, Treasurer 

Matthew Curci,  

  Superintendent 

Dominick Duso,   

  School Board Liaison 

Stacey Leger, Trustee 

Jamie Laws, Trustee 

Dan Consuegra, Trustee 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

Gretchen Blystone 

Heather Kerr 

Deb Romano 

Richelle Gourley 

Sandee Cecchini 

Lisa Fricke 

Melissa Williams 

Kristen Barta 

Donna Rupert 

 

MEMBERSHIP  

Annual—$25 

Lifetime—$500 

 

DONATIONS  

Mail to: 

Apollo-Ridge  

Education Foundation  

PO Box 219 

Spring Church PA 15686 

 

Call 724-478-6010 to learn 

about legacy giving 

 

AFFILIATIONS 

Apollo Area Business Associ-

ation 

Indiana County Chamber of 

Commerce 

 

 

This is an ambitious and exciting project that is bringing together an entire community, with 

the goal of creating an amazing artistic focal point for the town and Armstrong County. 

Although originally intended as just a mural, it found a life and direction of its own as the 

students have become more interested and involved in their community through the project. 

The feedback to date has been extremely positive. The students have integrated history and 

the artistic discipline of mosaics. Creating a connecting mural that runs through the mosaic 

portals will simply continue an already rich learning experience and include a new discipline 

from a top-notch professional teaching artist.  

 

—Jeff Wacker, AIE Services Coordinator Lively Arts | ArtsPath  

 

ArtsPath maintains a communicative partnership that promotes quality arts experiences, establishing the use of the 

Arts in education crossing all curricula as a priority, offering regional AIE services, generating communitywide and 

regional support, and advocating the Arts classroom teacher as integral to a student’s complete education. 

B E C O M E  A  F R I E N D  O F  T H E  F O U N D A T I O N !  
Membership in the Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation is available in the following categories: 

 LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP:  $500—ask about our payment plan! 

 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP:   $25 per year July 1—June 30 — MUST BE RENEWED EACH YEAR! 

 ONE-TIME GIFT:      _____$1          _____$5          _____$10          _____$15          $_____Other 

 SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP:  semi-monthly donation of a designated amount   (circle one) 

  $1/pay  $2/pay      $5/pay      $10/pay       $_______/pay 

APOLLO-RIDGE EDUCATION FOUNDATION PO Box 219, Spring Church PA 15686 

                              

Print Name             eMail Address  

 

Address                            

 

City/State/Zip                           

Our children and our children's  

children will see something that I 

helped create and build. It is a piece 

of the town I love and a piece of me 

too.          —Ava Whitlinger 

Historic Art Project Boosts 
Foundation’s Social Capital 

 

The 2017-2018 school year crackled with the  

excitement generated by the Apollo Mosaic/Mural 

project that began late August 2017 through its 

installation in July 2018 and dedication planned for 

September 8, 2018.  

Immediately after the Foundation contacted IUP’s 

Arts-in-Education Services Coordinator the project 

began. Over 100 students, two professional artists, 

one art teacher, and dozens of local citizens 

worked together to create this colorful homage to 

Apollo’s past, present, and future.  

Funding sources included the Grable Foundation, 

Apollo’s Bicentennial Committee, and Allegheny 

Ridge Corporation. Multiple newspaper articles  

and a televised news brief publicized the project’s 

impact on our town. 

The Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation is a key 

source of countless positive outcomes for our 

school and community. Please consider becoming 

a Friend of the Foundation and be considered part 

of our success story. 

$ The Foundation’s annual Gala/Silent Auction 

raised a record-breaking $20,000 in proceeds 

which kicked off the 1:1 laptop initiative for 

grades 6-12.  

$ Arconic Foundation funded a $20,000 maker 

space for secondary students and subsequently 

awarded another $20,000 grant in June to fund 

an interdisciplinary project at the high school. 

$ The Foundation received a total of $12,000 

from First Commonwealth Bank and Nextier 

Bank through the EITC program. 

$ Four exceptional Innovative Projects received 

funding. 

$ The Learning Festival celebrated 40 years of 

“edu-taining” our community. 

$ The first Foundation scholarship was awarded to 

a senior in May. 

 

 Cristine Kostiuk, President 

 

PRIDE IN OUR PAST, FAITH IN OUR FUTURE 
 
It (Mural/Mosaic Project) is a positive and inviting "Welcome" 

as one travels across the Apollo Bridge into downtown Apollo. 

The bright, colorful artwork and creativity provide a master-

piece that exhibits the heritage and values of the greater  

community. The project certainly has the interdisciplinary 

aspects of history and the arts which demonstrate  

extraordinary work by Apollo Ridge students, staff, and school 

community in cooperation with IUP’s ArtsPath program.  

 

— Dr. William H. Kerr, Chairman 

Apollo Bicentennial Committee 

 

The Bicentennial Committee donated $1682 to the project  

from remnants of the 2016 Bicentennial Celebration budget 

Annual Report for the 2017-2018 School Year 

In a world where funding for education is difficult to find, the 

Apollo Ridge Education Foundation aims to bridge the gap. 

Apollo-RidgeEducationFoundation.Org 

Breanna Murray Receives First Education  

Foundation Scholarship 
 

The Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation offered, for the first time, 

an opportunity for a student to receive a $1000 scholarship to 

offset expenses for post-secondary education.  

 

Applications were judged on student involvement with the  

Foundation's activities, academic achievements, and an essay on 

why they should be chosen over other applicants. 

 

Bre is enrolled at the University of Akron to study civil engineer-

ing. Her 10-year plan includes using the knowledge she acquires 

in college to improve infrastructure in developing countries. 

Learning Festival Celebrated 40 Years 
This iconic event was rescheduled to March and revealed a new 

format that featured painting, dancing, pottery and fly tying mini

-camps for lots of hands-on learning.  

 

Highlights included programs from Living Treasures Animal Park, 

Penn State New Kensington, Carnegie Science Center, GASP Pgh, 

Pitt Grid Institute, and Steel City Vaulters. 



2018 ARCONIC GRANT ADDRESSES TRACK STORAGE & SHELTER NEEDS 

For the third year in a row the Foundation has 

been awarded a grant from Arconic Foundation 

for a STEM-related project at Apollo-Ridge. The 

most recent grant funds the construction of a 

storage shed/pavilion for the track.  

High School students will design and construct 

the building which address challenges  

presented by outdoor events.  

The process to create the structure will include 

all steps of construction beginning with paper 

and pencil drawings, CAD drawings, printed 3D 

models, permit applications, and actual con-

struction.  

Business students will track and allocate the 

grant funds to the appropriate vendors.  

Upon completion track & football teams can 

store equipment safely and community  

members will be sheltered while attending  

track meets or participating in Relay for Life. 

 

Arconic creates breakthrough products that shape 

industries and solve our customers' toughest chal-

lenges – those that require ingenuity and engineering 

and technical expertise from the brightest minds. 

Arconic Foundation supports that mission by helping 

to prepare tomorrow's workforce for successful, re-

warding careers that advance the future of manufac-

turing while keeping our communities strong and 

vibrant.   

AUCTION PROCEEDS KICK START 1:1 LAPTOP INITIATIVE  
$20,000 in proceeds from 2017’s Denim ’n Derby event enabled the 

High School to purchase laptops for all 118 Freshmen. Students will 

retain the devices through their graduation year. 
B o w  T i e s   

‘n Blue Jeans 
 

5th Annual Gala/Silent Auction for STEM +A-Rts 

 

November 3 

5:30 PM 

$50 single ticket 

$75 pair of tickets 

$100 Foundation Friend  

 

Reserve Tickets 

724-478-6010 

The Links at Spring Church 

 

Thank you so much for the student laptops for our school. It has helped 

our son and our family TREMENDOUSLY!!! It is no exaggeration that he 

uses it every night and weekends. This educational device helps him 

complete all necessary assignments and optional (PJAS) ones, too. 

—Giovanni Cicala’s parents, Debbie and John  
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2017 AUDITIED FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Detailed financial reports are online at  

Apollo-RidgeEducationFoundation.org.  

EITC Partners are Vital to Excellence in STEM +A-Rts Education 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Nextier Bank 
Does your business qualify? Visit newpa.com/eitc to find out.     

Facebook.com/EnrichingEducation                     @ApolloRidgeEF 

How students benefited : 
 

 AP students were reimbursed 

for test-taking expenses 

 All freshmen received a new 

laptop 

 Grade 1 and 2 students made 

syrup from tree sap 

 Secondary Life Skills students 

started a coffee cart business 

 Family/Consumer Science  

students learned about cross 

contamination in the kitchen 

 Grade 2 & 4 students attended 

Pittsburgh Symphony 

Schooltime Concerts 

 Anatomy students witnessed 

open heart surgery 

 Middle School students  

competed in WeDIG’s Rube 

Goldberg challenge 

 A $1000 scholarship was 

awarded 

 Hands-on learning enriched 

the 40th Annual Learning 

Festival 

 An extensive art project was 

created and donated to the 

community 

Laser engraver, 3D printer, and vinyl cutter 

purchased with 2017’s Arconic grant. 

GOLD MEMBERS 

Bethany & Chad Toland 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERS 

Amy Kraus 

Barbara Hancock 

Cindy Burg 

Jane Weber 

Jessica Baustert 

Rob Rearic 

Sharon Kepple 

 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Carrie Alwine 

Courtney Anderson 

Kristen Barta 

Travis Barta 

Jennifer Barton 

Jamie Biller 

Stephanie Bledsoe 

Nancy Blyshak 

Marcia Broman 

Michele Brown 

Hsiao Busch 

Audra Byers 

Sandra Cecchini 

Christopher Clark 

Daina Cleveland 

Katie Clever 

Donna Colamarino 

Dan Consuegra 

Matthew Curci 

Chad Danka 

Dan Daugherty 

Gary Davis 

Bob Desiderato 

Erika Dishong 

Wendy Donelow 

Nicole Dunmire 

Kathy Flick 

Amanda Flickinger 

Greg Fox 

Janie Fryer 

Carol Gourley 

Richelle Gourley 

Matthew Grantz 

Beth Greenlee 

Heidi Hastings 

Jo Isaacson 

Jennie Ivory 

Jessica Johns 

Andrew Jones 

Jeff Jones 

Jacob Kanish 

Jeneane Kehew 

Carol Kopnicky 

Cris Kostiuk 

Amanda Kraemer 

Danielle Lynch 

Chris McCormick 

Christa Mika 

Lisa Miller 

Emily Mitchell 

Brandi Muffie 

Lisa Powers 

Cindy Querio 

Nikki Rametta 

Cathy Rogalski 

Debra Romano 

Donna Rupert 

Rhonda Schall 

Kristen Scotece 

Kelly Shoop 

Rebecca Snyder 

Janetta Thomas 

Jason Wagner 

Danielle White 

Lauren Yates 

 

LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Aaron Broman 

Afton Deceder 

Andrea Wicks 

Andrew Jones 

Anita Bafik 

Arthur Cipriany 

Barbara Homa 

Barbara Horrell 

Beth Weinel 

Carol Kopnicky 

Carol Leonard 

Carolyn Richards 

Chad & Bethany Toland 

Cheryl Griffith 

Christopher Clark 

Cindy Bush 

Courtney Anderson 

Cris Kostiuk 

Dan Obriot 

Danielle King 

Dave Hauge 

Deborah Wright 

Diane Kyle 

Diane Paulina 

Dr. & Mrs. John Kautz 

Dr. & Mrs. William Kerr 

Elaine Gill 

Gloria Notte 

Gretchen Blystone 

Heidi Fleming 

Jane Weber 

Jean Roberts 

Jennie Ivory 

Jo Isaacson 

John Gibson 

Judy Walker 

Karen Skroupa 

Ken Brocious 

Leanne Skroupa 

Leigh Wenckowski 

Linda Lucchino 

Linda Rollinson 

Lori Gorski 

Margaret DiNinno 

Mark Fetterman 

Matthew Curci 

Michael Saxion 

Michael Vranesevic 

Patricia Dancho 

Sally Oliver 

Sharon Jaworskyj 

Susan Wenckowski 

Travis Kelley 

Virginia Madison 

William Naser 

www.Apollo-RidgeEducationFoundation.Org 

INNOVATIVE PROJECTS GRANTS 

Four grant applications totaling $3332 were funded. To 

learn more about these grants and how you can support 

them, visit Apollo-RidgeEducationFoundation.Org. 

VIKING CAFÉ—Ms. Kristen Barta  

TAPPING MAPLE TREES—Mr. Mike Saxion  

GROWING BACTERIA—Ms. Jamie Biller and Ms. Brittany Smith  

FCS TECHNOLOGY INTEGRATION—Ms. Jamie Biller 

I think this project (mosaics created through IUP’s ArtsPath 

Artist in Residence program) means a lot to us and the  

community. We get to learn a lot about our community and 

what was here before us. It never occurred to me that  

Apollo was so interesting, but this project helped me realize 

it is. This is a really cool project with a really cool artist 

(Laura Jean McLaughlin) and I'm glad to be part of it. 

     

 —Brinley Toland, Class of 2023 

GALA/SILENT AUCTION SPONSORS 

First Commonwealth Bank 

Apollo Trust Company 

Highmark Insurance 

Just Ask Catering 

Kerr Light Manufacturing 

STA, Inc. 

Glenn Bush Ford 

Dr. and Mrs. John L. Kautz 

Jim and Joli Cibik 

First Commonwealth Insurance 

Geary & Loperfito 

Donghia Lumber 

Adelphoi 

Elderton State Bank 

CM Regent Insurance 

Senator Don White 

McCoy Jones Insurance 

 

Apollo Tag & Title 

Sport Floors Inc. 

OnDemand Energy LP 

CWM Environmental 

Lifetouch  

Naser Foods 

On-Hand Schools, Inc. 

Rosebud Mining Company 

Allegheny Supply &  

Maintenance Co., Inc. 

Curran-Shaffer Funeral Home 

Indiana First Bank 

Charles Black Carpet Sales  

& Installation 

RV Coleman Trucking Inc. 

James Ivory Trucking 

Tucker Arensberg 

 

FRIENDS OF THE FOUNDATION 

Innovative Projects Grant 

Elementary science students were 

rewarded with a pancake breakfast 

using syrup they made from tree sap.  

Sustaining members are invaluable contributors to the Foundation’s ability to fund Innovative Project Grants. $3371 in membership dues were received from payroll deductions in 2017-2018 

Middle School students  

participated in WeDIG’s Rube 

Goldberg Challenge at Penn 

State New Kensington for the 

first time in November. The 

Education Foundation funded 

this opportunity in addition to 

paying fees for High School 

students to compete in Quiz 

Bowl. 


