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OUR STUDENTS’ FUTURES

The Apollo-Ridge Education
Foundation cares about our

students and strives to
provide them with all the

resources they need in

order to succeed in the Membership in the Apollo-Ridge Education Foundation is available in the following categories:

classroom ... and beyond.
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Foundation's ability to fund -
extraordinary learning
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Funding extraordinary learning experiences in STEM +A-Rts for Apollo-Ridge students

Using funds received from an Innovative Projects Grant, Elementary teachers
coordinated an ambitious community-wide program to encourage reading to
children and student literacy

The benefits of reading aloud to children are remarkable. When an entire school
reads the same book, the buzz and excitement around the book augments the
benefits. Reading a book together brings the added joy of building and expanding a
sense of community among students, parents, teachers, staff - and beyond.

That was the premise behind Danielle King and the Elementary Reading teachers
implementing the One Book program which was by far the most ambitious commu-
nity engagement effort in 2018-2019. One School, One Book, a Read to Them pro-
gram, promoted the entire school community reading the same book.

A kick-off assembly to reveal the book took place in October, followed by several
activities to encourage student participation. Elementary students promoted the
book at a football game, buddy activities with upper elementary/primary students
making crafts based on the book theme, high school students sponsored a book
walk, staff members read a chapter a week which was recorded and saved to
YouTube; community sponsors posted photos of students visiting their businesses
to answer the trivia questions.

Each student in the elementary school received a free copy of “Mr. Popper’s
Penguins” and a passport to be stamped by the participating businesses when
the students visited to answer the trivia questions.

Wooden penguins were built by the high school shop stu-
dents and decorated by the elementary students. The pen-
guins were distributed throughout the community to in-
crease awareness for the program and create another com-
ponent of school/community engagement.

Plans are underway for 2019-2020.
HINT: It’s a “delicious mystery”!

Stop by the One Book booth at the
2nd Annual cA-Res Tailgate on
September 27 at 5 PM in Owens Grove.

Middle School students at Sci-Tech
Days at the Carnegie Science Center

“It was a great day for kids. A
really awesome event for our
8th graders!”

—Travis Barta, MS Principal
K-12 Curriculum Coordinator

IMPORTANT DATES

e July 1: Annual Membership
Drive Begins

e September 16: Third Quar-
ter Meeting @ High School
Library 5:30 PM

e September 27: 2nd Annual
cA-Res Tailgate @ Owens
Grove 5-7 pm

e October 1: Deadline for
Innovative Projects Grant
Applications

e October 28: Innovative
Projects Grants Funded
6:30 PM

e November 9: 2019 Gala/
Silent Auction 6-10 PM

e December 3: Year-End
Review 5:30 PM

e January 20: Reorganiza-
tion Meeting 5:30 PM




KAREN BIER

Christine & Bill Knepshield,
Knepshield Excavating &
Construction Co., Inc.

Judy Columbus

The Family of Edgar Rearick

Dianna & Jeffrey Filippini

Susan Schall

Kay Campbell

Andy & Carol Proch

James & Barbara Martin

Adam Shupe, Riverview
Cemetery Association

Charles & Nancy Varner

Virginia Madison

Julia & Daniel VanDyke

Matt & Richelle Gourley

A.J. Bione

Patrick Broderick

Richard & Diana Tamski
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In Memory of Harold Geiger

Cindy Vranka’s donation in memory of her father enabled the 6th grade class to visit the
Heinz History Center in May. Cindy’s generous donation will make this possible for the

next 4 years. What a meaningful way to honor her father’s memory and his love of history.

Consider a tax-deductible donation in honor of or in memory
of a loved one or favorite teacher or student. Donations can
be designated for a specific project or program.

Jeneane Kehew, A-R
Elementary Teachers
Flower Fund

Cristine Kostiuk

Jay & Debbie Guthrie

Orchard Hills Christian
Fellowship

Kathy & Paul Lochrane

Roger & Joanne Gourley

Apollo-Ridge School District
Board of Directors

Anthony & Deborah
Nicholas

TERRY RICHARDS
Bethany Richards

MATTHEW NOTTO
Martina Kolessar
Linda and Dom Duso

A Parent’s Volunteer
Work Translates into
a $500 Donation to
the Foundation

Michelle Stephens, an employee at
United Healthcare, spent weeks put-
ting together the Kiski Township
Touch—a—Truck event last year. For
her efforts, her company provided her
with $500 that she could donate to a
charity of her choice.

Since Michelle’s son, Landon, is a 9th
grader at Apollo-Ridge and her hus-
band, Rich, is the school district’s
Resource Officer, she designated that
the funds be used to purchase re-
sources to improve student safety.

For more information on how you can
get your employer involved in this
type of program, contact Benevity.

THE workd's esder in school-based palici

Because Michelle’s son, Landon Clark, and husband,
A-R SRO Rich Stephens, are both at the school,
Michelle, designated her $500 donation to school
safety. Jacob Mull and Mason Disciscio are also in the
photo taken when Officer Stephens received NASRO’s
Regional Exceptional Service Award.

7th Grade students participating in the Science Olympiad and High School students at the SeAL Challenge

Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program

In 2018, the Foundation received $32,000 from these invaluable corporate
partners. To learn more about this program visit newpa.com/eitc.

NexTier Bank
Partner since 2012

McCutcheon Enterprises, Inc.
Partner since 2018

First Commonwealth Bank
Partner since 2012

Elderton State Bank
Partner since 2018

Hands-on learning fun at Crooked Creek Outdoor
Learning Center compliments of our EITC partners

Using funds from our EITC partners the Foundation made several wishes come true for
projects and programs that exceeded $1000.

O ALL Elementary students visited the Crooked Creek Outdoor Discovery Center.

O Music students en-
joyed playing tunes
on a marimba, a digi-
tal piano, and a class-
room set of guitars.

O A new poster printer
for the tech ed de-
partment enables
bigger print jobs to
be completed in-
house.

PennState

Our EITC partners provide funding for high school udents to compete
in Quiz Bowl and Math League and for 7th & 8th Grade students to
participate in WeDIG’s Rube Goldberg Challenge

¢ A backdrop rigging
system was debuted
during the Drama
Club’s presentation of “The Music Man”.

¢ Three teams competed at the Sea, Air, Land Challenge.

¢ Sphero SPRK+ robots were purchased to upgrade the high school robotics program.

1

We are incredibly proud to
partner with A-REF through the
EITC program. By providing
extraordinary learning experi-
ences to the students, we hope
they will be inspired to find their
true potential and commit to
succeed not only in the class-
room but also their future
careers. We believe by investing
in our youth, we also invest in
our local communities. It is our
pleasure to be part of such an
exceptional program.

--Elderton State Bank
Amanda Knell, VP/COO
EITC Partner Since 2018
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STEM +A-Rts Field Trips

Sometimes the best learning

experiences take place outside

of the classroom. Using EITC

funds, the Foundation under-

wrote transportation costs for:

o 8th grade students to attend
Sci-Tech Days at Carnegie
Science Center

o Kindergarten students to
learn about farm-to-table at
Vale Wood Farms

o Anatomy students to observe
Open Heart Surgery at AGH

o Grades 2 & 4 to attend Pitts-
burgh Symphony Concerts

o Forensics science students to
visit the Pittsburgh Medical
Examiner’s Office




Third grade students at Crooked Creek
Outdoor Discovery Center & Kindergar-
ten students at Vale Wood Farms.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Cris Kostiuk, President

Barbara Hancock, Vice President
Jennie Ivory, Treasurer

Dr. Matthew Curci, Superintendent-
Dominick Duso, School Board Liaison
Dan Consuegra

Amanda Knell

Jamie Laws

Stacey Leger

Becky Magness

Meetings are held the third Monday of
January, March, June, and September at
5:30 PM in the Apollo-Ridge High School
library.

The meetings are public and attendees are
encouraged to volunteer.

Reviewed Financial Statement

EMENT OF ACTIVITIES E%ECJS'??AL

REVENUE Learning Festival
Contributions & Memberships $ 88,767 | | Speaker Series
EXPENSES Innovative Projects
Grants
Program Services $ 58,109
Gala
General & Administrative $ 4,571
EITC
TOTAL EXPENSES $ 62,680
Mural/ArtsPath
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ 26,087
Business Supplies
NET ASSETS—JAN 1, 2018 $ 37,258
Advertising
NET ASSETS—DEC 31, 2018 $ 63,345
Audit Fees
Major Sources of Income TOTAL EXPENSES

Cash Basis for Year Ended December 31, 2018

PROGRAM  GENERAL
SERVICES & ADMIN

$1,314 -
- 250

3,318 -
22,372 -
21,012 -
10,093 -
- 3,246

- 175

- 900
$58,109 $4,571

TOTAL

$1,314
250

3,318

22,372
21,012
10,093
3,246
175
900
$62,680

Misc. Donations: 6%
Memberships: 5%

Gala: 26%

Grants: 24%

Oral History of Apollo

This project will complete the existing mural
installed in Apollo in 2018. Funded by IUP’s
ArtsPath program and the Education Foundation,
this section is being created by A-R art students
and the folks who gather at Apollo’s Senior Cen-

“2018’s Reviewed Financial Statement
confirms that 93% of the Foundation’s
expenditures directly impact Apollo-
Ridge students. Only 7% of funds are
used for administrative expenses.”

ter. Ricardo Robinson (bottom) made audio recordings of the folks’ memories of
growing up in Apollo. Laura Jean McLaughlin (group photo) used those memories to
create the mosaic’s design. An earlier part of the residency included Bernie Wilke
(top) introducing art students to stop-action film making and creating the mural
backdrop (middle). The mural should be installed by early fall 2019.

Nine Innovative Projects Grants Funded

“NEW” Environmental Science Course; 1st Grade Foodies, 1st Grade Family Fun Fest, “NEW”
Middle School Garden Club; High School student sewing seat pockets for Kindergarten students

Matt Grantz
Sensing Energy &
Momentum

Becky Snyder
Potty Ponderings

Chad Danka
A-R Elementary Museum

Danielle King
One School, One Book

Janie Fryer
First Grade Foodies

Anderson/Kehew/
Cronin/Fryer/Reilly
1% Grade Family Fun Fest

Tina Hartman
Environmental Science
Course

Jamie Biller
Seat Pockets for
Elementary Classrooms

Monika Bradley
Middle School Garden
Club

Engaging students in real-world authentic data collection and analysis
using some of the most accurate and efficient sensors available to study
the concepts of energy, work, momentum, and impulse.

Positive sayings will be painted and stenciled onto the doors in the
student restrooms to encourage positive thoughts and behaviors.

A trophy case across from the Elementary library will be used to display
historical artifacts from our attendance area. Items will be purchased or
borrowed to refresh the display each month.

The goal of this Read to Them program is to promote the practice of
reading aloud to children at home and to strengthen community involve-
ment through literacy. Since the book chosen for the program features
penguins, students will paint 4 foot tall penguins to be on display in
Apollo to help promote the program community-wide.

First graders will be inspired to cook and eat a variety of foods that they
wouldn’t normally be exposed to using the Chop Chop Curriculum. The
children will be exposed to math, language arts, science, and social
studies concepts and even be exposed to some Spanish language learn-
ing. The experience will be captured in a photo journal each child will
create.

To promote parental involvement and to build a positive parent/teacher/
student relationship, families will be invited to enjoy an evening of
classic board games and activities that promote reading, math, social
skills, and team building.

This is a new course being offered in the Spring for students to learn
about self-sustaining ecosystems and reusable/sustainable energy
sources.

The Fabric Arts students are creating seat pockets for kindergarten and
pre-k students by repurposing jeans. The seat pockets hold various
learning tools for the students.

The Garden Club will take a field trip to Phipps Conservatory to learn
about plant cultivation and basic landscaping. They will use this
knowledge to improve the landscaping outside of the middle school.

What Kids
are Saying ...

GUITARS IN MUSIC CLASS

Guitars are super duper fun ... |
wish there was harder music
though—Sam Ryan The new
guitars influenced me to play my
own at home—Kenzie Delp Get-
ting the chance to experiment with
instruments other than the ones in
band—Emma Frain Gives stu-
dents a chance to play music while
not in chorus or band—Jerzy T It
helps me make more sounds that
would be literally impossible any-
where else—Kaden Bopp

AGH FIELD TRIP

| had the best time on this field
trip and learned so much about
not just the heart itself, but also
all the different kinds of careers,
procedures, and other things such
as the equipment that all contrib-
ute to making the surgery happen.
It was such a great experience to
see everything and learn so much!
—Camryn Shedlock

As someone who is thinking about
going into a career in the medical
field, | thought the trip was very
informative and gave amazing
insight into what it is actually like
inside of a functioning operating
room. —Madison Cup

Art students created

clay characters while

experimenting with
stop-motion film

) making during an
IUP ArtsPath Residency

with Bernie Wilke.
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Elizabeth, a high honor roll student with extensive volunteer
experience, was chosen as this year’s $1000 scholarship
recipient. Her resume reflects a student who is committed to her
school and community through multiple activities, many of which
included leadership roles. For very personal reasons, Elizabeth
chose nursing as a career goal and was accepted at the University

2018-2019 Members

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Bold = Gold
Aaron Broman
Afton Deceder
Andrea Wicks
Andrew Jones
Anita Bafik
Arthur Cipriany
Barbara Homa
Barbara Horrell
Becky Snyder
Beth Weinel
Brett & Melany Andree
Carol Kopnicky
Carol Leonard
Carolyn Richards
Bethany & Chad
Toland
Cheryl Griffith
Cindy Bush
Courtney Anderson
Cris Kostiuk
Dan Obriot
Danielle King
Dave Hauge
Deborah Wright
Diane Kyle
Diane Paulina
Dr. & Mrs. John Kautz
Elaine Gill
Gloria Notte
Gretchen Blystone
Heidi Fleming
Jane Weber
Jean Roberts
Jennie Ivory
Jo Isaacson
Judy Walker
Karen Skroupa

Ken Brocious
Laura Martin
Leanne Lucas
Leigh Wenckowski
Linda Rollinson
Lori Gorski
Margaret DiNinno
Mark Fetterman
Matthew Curci
Michael Saxion
Michael Vranesevic
Patricia Dancho
Sally Oliver
Sharon Jaworskyj
Susan Wenckowski
Travis Kelley
Virginia Madison
Dr. & Mrs. Wm. Kerr
William Naser

SUSTAINING
MEMBERS
Carrie Alwine
Courtney Anderson
Kristen Barta
Travis Barta
Jennifer Barton
Jamie Biller
Stephanie Bledsoe
Nancy Blyshak
Marcia Broman
Michele Brown
Hsiao Busch
Audra Byers
Sandra Cecchini
Lauren Clair
Christopher Clark
Daina Cleveland
Katie Clever

Kate Myers Wins Holiday Card Design Contest

This is the 11th year that an Apollo-Ridge student’s artwork was
featured on the greeting card Apollo-Ridge sends to staff, area school
districts, local businesses and affiliates of the District. Kate's winning
entry earned her $25 and a box of cards. Runners up included Brooke
Kuntz and Beck Andree. Michael Huber’s entry received Honorable
Mention for being the first design submitted.

Elizabeth Penrose Receives
Foundation’s Scholarship

of Pittsburgh to begin her studies.
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The Drama Club’s wish for a backdrop pulley system and the
band’s wish for a marimba were granted with EITC funds.

Donna Colamarino
Dan Consuegra
Matthew Curci

Chad Danka
Dan Daugherty
Gary Davis
Bob Desiderato
Erika Dishong
Wendy Donelow
Nicole Dunmire
Kathy Flick
Amanda Flickinger
Greg Fox
Janie Fryer
Carol Gourley
Richelle Gourley
Matthew Grantz
Beth Greenlee
Tina Hartman
Heidi Hastings
Jo Isaacson
Jennie Ivory
Jessica Johns
Andrew Jones
Jeff Jones
JennaJones

Jeneane Kehew
Cris Kostiuk
Amanda Kraemer
Amy Kraus
Danielle Lynch
Chris McCormick
Christa Mika
Lisa Miller
Emily Mitchell
Brandi Muffie
Amy Plazio
Lisa Powers
Cindy Querio
Nikki Rametta
Cathy Rogalski
Debra Romano
Donna Rupert
Rhonda Schall
Kristen Scotece
Kelly Shoop
Rebecca Snyder
Janetta Thomas
Jason Wagner
Danielle White
Jeff Zelonka

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Amanda & Jason
Schirato
Amanda Knell
Apollo Area
Historical Society
Barb Hancock
Barbara Horrell
Becky Kane
Cindy Burg
Cindy Piscarcik
Fred Knepshield
Hairstyling Etc.
Jane Weber
Melissa Whitlinger
Robert Shoemaker
Tom & Kelle Haugh
Judy Walker & Family
Ron Ferrara
Diana & Ron
McCullough
Bill & Kristy McCorkle
Jessica Baustert
Cheryl Griffith
Diane Paulina
Donna Rupert

FRIENDS
Leanne Zelonka
Barb Horrell
Amanda & Jason
Schirato
Dave Frickanisce
Gretchen & Tim
Blystone
Sharon & Harry
Jaworskyj
Carol & Rick Kopnicky
Robert Shoemaker
Susan Wenckowski
Charles Black
Tucker Arensberg
Jamie & Larry Marks
Alicia & Craig Kavulic
Diane Paulina
Liz & Gary Davis
Marburger Farm Dairy

damazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

The 5th Annual Gala/Silent Auction raised
$21,000 to purchase laptops for all incoming
6th graders. The equipment, which the students
will keep through their senior year, is used for
class work, homework, research, and test taking.

We are happy to partner with you on the excellent
and important work you do. Please reach out for
anything you need throughout the year.

Thank you and best regards,
—Coleman Hughes, General Manager
Wyndham Pittsburgh University Center

2018 Bow Ties & Blue Jeans Sponsors

Lifetouch
Allegheny Supply

First Commonwealth Bank
Apollo Trust Company

Highmark & Maintenance
Just Ask Catering Curran-Shaffer Funeral Home
STA, Inc. Donghia Lumber

Elderton State Bank
First Commonwealth Insurance
Geary & Loperfito, LLC
Glenn Bush Ford, Inc.

The Links at Spring Church
Dr. and Mrs. John Kautz
Fox’s Pizza Den-Spring Church
Kinect Energy Group

STEM + A-Rts Showcase Thanks Donors

In March, forty students welcomed dozens of guests including
donors, sponsors, Foundation members, parents, grandpar-
ents, A-R staff & peers into their world of hands-on learning.
Programs on display included forensic science, gardening club,
robotics, 3D printing,
environmental science,
and physics. Guests were
fingerprinted, planted
marigolds, played a
marimba, strummed a
guitar, and learned how
to program a robot.

$50/Ticket
$100/Friend of the Foundation

724.478.6010

$75/Paix

Ivory Trucking
Jim & Joli Cibik
Kerr Light Manufacturing
Naser Foods
Peoples
Rosebud Mining
Senator Don White
Sport Floors, Inc.
Weng’s Garden

Sheltering Our
Supporters
Arconic Grant

The Foundation received a
$20,000 grant in 2018 to
build a multi-use shed at the
outdoor track.

Beginning last fall, students in
the Industrial Math Class used
123D Design by Autodesk to
create the drawings for an
outbuilding that will be used
as a shelter to protect specta-
tors from inclement weather;
a concession stand for the
Track Boosters; and storage
for football and track equip-
ment during the off-season.

Students 3D printed a model
of the shed and built a wood-
en model to scale. Kyle Bow-
man took particular interest in
the project and chose tan
siding with white accents and
a brown roof for the building.

Pine Creek Structures, Mon-
roeville manufactured and

installed the structure on a
cement pad near the track.

ARCONIC
FOUNDATION




